Barriers to dental care in an elderly population resident in an inner city area.
A sample of 765 elderly people living in London was interviewed and examined. Barriers to dental care stemmed from: elderly people's beliefs that dentures should last a life-time and dental visits are unnecessary for edentulous persons: mobility difficulties; fear; problems with access to NHS care and with access to satisfactory care. The attitudes of general dental practitioners, community dentists and final year dental students towards elderly people were favourable. Sixty per cent of surgeries were on the ground floor, and 46 per cent of premises were unsuitable for wheelchair access. Carers wanted improvement in domiciliary services. The provision of domiciliary care was significantly related to training. There was a paucity of experience in this field amongst dental students. Community dentists recognized a need for retraining before providing care for handicapped elderly people.